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It was a volley like any other, a ball 
she’d hit thousands of times before.

The pass floated above the court, 
moving to the left side, her side. It was 
high, but not too high. She jumped, 
twisting slightly in the air, hoping to get 
more power behind the hit.

The strike was clean; the landing was 
not.

 “I don’t remember where my hit 
went,” said University of Montana volley-
ball player Amy Roberts. “All I remember 
is I was on the ground afterward.”

When gravity brought an off-bal-
ance Roberts back to Earth, or rather 
the hardwood floor of a University of 
Montana volleyball court, her left leg 
buckled underneath her. Something 
was wrong, she thought, despite a lack 
of pain. There had been a sharp pop, a 
tearing feeling in her left knee.

She sat stunned on the floor, not quite 
knowing what to do. Tears began well-
ing up in her eyes, more from disbelief 
and fear, than from pain.

“No,” Roberts muttered, clutching at 
her crippled joint. “No. No. No.”

As the training staff eased her to the 

sideline and out of the game, the last 
game she’d see that season, the agoniz-
ing pain began to set it.

Her teammates surrounded her, an 
emotional wreck in the face of the di-
saster.

“I’m really close with Amy and to 
see her go down, I was devastated,” re-
membered senior outside hitter Jaimie 
Thibeault. “It was pretty hard to keep 
playing with tears in my eyes.”

That match, an eventual 3-2 loss to Ari-
zona State in September 2009, was the last 
time Roberts played a game on the Griz-
zlies’ home court—until now that is.

After a medical redshirt season, sur-
gery to repair a torn ACL, MCL and me-
niscus in the knee and a year of rehabili-
tation, Roberts will be playing again in 
front of the home crowd this weekend. 
The Griz host the Montana Invitational 
today and Saturday in the final pre-Big 
Sky Conference tune-up. It’s nearly a year 
to the day since the Arizona State game.

It’s been a year-long recovery for Rob-
erts, who still holds junior status eligibil-
ity wise. After surgery, she couldn’t walk 
for months. By the time she could bear 
any weight on the leg, her muscles had 
deteriorated like a shriveled plant left out 
in the sun.

“You could visually see how small 
my quad was,” said Roberts, a Eureka 
native. “It was hard to look at.”

At that point, a return to the Griz 
lineup felt farther away than the moon. 
There were days that the load felt insur-
mountable, she said, and the effort too 
great. The inner workings of her knee 
had been decimated.

“Sometimes I had to talk myself 
through it,” Roberts said. “When I was 
on crutches it was hard to say I’m going 
to be able to play volleyball again. I have 
to keep working hard and can’t settle 
with where I’m at. If I were to think 
about things negatively, I wouldn’t get 
much farther.”

After missing all but 10 games of the 
volleyball season last year, Roberts has 
seen limited action on the court this 
season. She’s played most contests in 
the first two tournaments with the team 
posting a 2-5 record. But her return to 
the game didn’t come without strug-
gles. The mental scar from the serious 
injury shone just as fiercely as the mark 
left by the surgeon’s knife.

“The hardest thing was getting my 
confidence back without being timid 
or tentative,” the 5-foot-11 hitter said. “I 
don’t want to feel like I had this injury. I 

want to play like there’s nothing there.”
But she wasn’t doing it alone. A phys-

ical therapist fitted her leg with a brace, 
long and bulky but supportive. But even 
after months of wearing it, it still feels 
strange to put on, she said.

“Every time I put it on at the begin-
ning of practice, I still think ‘Ohhh, this 
thing is so weird,’” she said.

Support came in a far more ami-
able package as well, in the form of her 
teammates and coaches.

“I think she needed people there,” 
said Thibeault, a three-year teammate 
of Roberts’. “At times, she didn’t know 
that it was going to be OK.”

Though she couldn’t compete, Rob-
erts remained dedicated to the team. 
She attended every practice, except for 
the day of the surgery, playing the role 
of cheerleader and “Coach Amy.”

Roberts’ role has been reduced so 
far this year in an attempt to lessen the 
strain on her repaired ligaments. One 
game a day is all that’s advisable at this 
point, said Griz volleyball coach Jerry 
Wagner. The games Roberts has played 
have been some of the better one’s the 
team has put together.

“There’s only one more time we 
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Outside hitter Amy Roberts practic-
es before the Montana Invitational this 
weekend.  Roberts suffered a season-
ending injury in the tournament last year.

UM soccer looks to find groove tonight at home 
against Wyoming. See more at montanakaimin.com
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Spiker fights back onto the court after knee injury derails 2009 season

See ROBERTS, page 8

Montana football prepares for Saturday showdown 
at Cal Poly. See more at montanakaimin.com
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                    Lost & Found 
Lost: single key with remote in Griz  
Central on Tuesday contact Erin  
(406) 390-3099
                      Computers 
Reliable PC/laptop repair.  Voted best of 
Missoula 2010.  Student discounts!  136 E 
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
                       For Rent  
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula 
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins  
251-6611
                       For Sale 
K2 27 speed full suspension MT bike high 
end shimano components. Frame small 
728-2134 $425.00

“Dell 1320C Color Laser Printer. Like 
New,  Prints Great. $150 Call 360-7141”
 The style you want at prices you’ll love! 
DejaNu Consignment Boutique, fashions 
and accessories for women. Located in 
Stephens Center, behind Walgreens on 
Brooks. Phone 728-DEJA or at dejanu-
style@vpweb.com. ReThink ~ ReUse ~ 
ReNew your style at DejaNu!  
                Entertainment 
MISSOULA ICE HOCKEY!  Join one 
of the northwest’s largest adult leagues 
featuring 800+ players, 54 teams and 7 
different divisions to perfectly suit your 
skill level.  Questions?  Call Traver  
406-239-5395

                Help Wanted 
Fall & Spring Writing Internships!  
Interested in wildlife conservation and 
outdoor adventure? Want to write for 
a 150,000+ circulation magazine and a 
website receiving 100,000 hits per month? 
Bugle magazine at RMEF is your ticket. 
We offer two unpaid internships each 
semester that give you the chance to boost 
both your skills and resume while writing 
for print, broadcast and the internet. You 
will also gain exp. using an advanced  
website content management system. To 
apply, email cover letter, resume, and 3 
writing samples to jobs@rmef.org
 

Great Opportunity for part-time  
employment! Looking for responsible  
individual to assist professional couple 
with various duties. Must have reliable 

hours). Holidays and weekends off! $9.00/
hour! Call (406) 360-3505 
YOUTH COACHES WANTED!   
Missoula youth hockey program is  
seeking both male and female coaches for 
the 2010-2011 season.  Call Jacob at  
406-490-3999 or email jhous406@gmail.
com for more information.

                   Instruction 
Spanish Dance & Flamenco Classes.  
Professional Instruction, U of M credits. 
Also, “Stay in Shape” for Ladies.  
Downtown Dance Collective, Elenita 
Brown Instructor. 777-5956. 
                    Personals 
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL 
2011 “I have experienced more  
secondhand smoke on campus than any 
other public place in Missoula.” - UM 
student
                  Miscellaneous 
Ladies, need one more credit? HHP Pilates 
179 call Linda 721-8753
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From page 6

Piersol also places emphasis 
on the Balance Bar Endurance 
Climb. In this sub-competition 
whoever completes the highest 
quantity of climbs during the 
day wins.

“This is for those people 
who aren’t super strong but 
just like climbing,” he said. “It’s 
opened up the competition to 
mortal climbers.”

Lost Horse Canyon is a 
well-kept secret among local 
climbers, so there’s no cohesive 
guide. Piersol said the festi-
val is an opportunity to share 
some of its sweet secrets. 

hannah.ryan@umontana.edu

wing,” Dagel said. “What de-
fines anybody is what they do 
for the community and what 
their morals are.”

Dagel said Missoula’s commu-
nity is one that understands that. 

“I love Missoula,” Dagel said. 
“It’s a lot less hostile here than 
growing up in Helena, because 
there’s a lot more people and ev-
eryone is much more laid-back.”

Savage agrees that Missou-
la is a diverse and accepting 
place. He drove through Mis-
soula earlier this week on a trip 
from Seattle down to Indiana. 

“It looks like there’s cool 
places to eat, and I know how 
I plan to spend my time there,” 
Savage said. “Missoula is a 
beautiful blue dot in the mid-
dle of a vast red sea. 

“There truly is nothing 
greater than visiting a liberal 
college community.” 

emerald.gilleran@umontana.edu
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In his only comment on the 
relationship with Northwest-
ern Energy and The Best Place 
Project, Rowe said he believed 
it was good people getting to-
gether to do good work.   

Panelist Kaia Peterson of 
the Montana Community De-
velopment Corp, a non-profit 
working to help businesses 
financially survive in Mis-
soula, is closely intertwined 
with potential business en-
terprises. She sees a future of 
more jobs, higher wages and a 
united city in The Best Place 
Project.  

“I believe you can’t have        
environmental sustainability 
if you don’t have economic 
sustainability as well,” Peter-
son said. 

Former Economics Profes-
sor Richard Barrett doesn’t 
support the project full-force. 

LECTURE
From page 7

He points out that Missoula’s 
per capita income still ranks 
a little above average — for a 
city of its size. Only in com-
parison with larger cities does 
the income level of Missou-
lians look low. 

Whether or not Missoula 
wants to be like big cities is 
the big question according to 
Barrett. 

“If it brings with it the de-
terioration of the natural en-
vironment and higher costs 
of living, in the end we don’t 
have sustainable economic 
development,” Barrett said.  

montana.hodges@umontana.edu

won’t have her services on the 
court,” Wagner said, alluding 
to one of Montana’s two games 
to be played on Saturday, the 
last such occurrence short of 
the postseason. “We’re hop-
ing she’ll be with us each and 
every night for the rest of the 
season.”

The positive attitude Rob-
erts showed on the sidelines 
last year and in the back court 
during her playing time in 
2010 is infectious, Wagner 
said. It’s that same mindset 
that helped her through her 
trying year of recovery as 
well, he added. 

During that time, while her 
body lay incapacitated, Rob-
erts’ mind never stopped work-
ing and preparing to get back 
with the team.

“That’s all an athlete really 
needs is a goal,” the coach said.

anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
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