
Win: The league avoid-
ed canceling all but one
exhibition game. The
4-month-old lockout
actually had fans and
media pining for exhibi-
tion games.

Loss: The city of Canton
and the Pro Football
Hall of Fame suffered
the loss of the annual
preseason opener. It’s
an economic blow to
the region. The own-
ers and players would
do well to make the
city whole for lost
revenue.

Win:
Owners
kept
the
salary
cap — the
envy of all pro-
fessional sports
leagues — along with
franchise and transi-
tion tags to limit free
agency to two players.

Loss: Players somehow
agreed to a cap number in
2011 of $120.3 million,
which is down about
$8 million from the 2009
figure. The trade-off is a
salary floor this year and
next of 99 percent — or
$119.2 million. That
means historically low-
paying teams that tread
the bare minimum will
have to spend more. The
floor dips to 89 percent of
the cap on a four-year
average after that.

Win: A new rookie com-
pensation rule reduces
potential outrageous
guarantees in contracts
and limits deals for first-
round picks to four years,
with a team option for a
fifth year. Teams must
exercise the option after
the third year. All other
draft picks receive four-
year deals.

Loss: Cam Newton’s
maximum deal with Car-
olina will be $22 million
over four years, and pos-
sibly $36 million over five.
St. Louis’ Sam Bradford,
the comparable pick the
year before, got $78 mil-
lion over six years, with
$50 million guaranteed.

Win: The savings to
owners in the new rookie
pay system, estimated by
the union to start at $25
million in 2011 and dou-
bling each year after, will
go partly toward the cre-
ation of a Legacy Fund to
increase health benefits
for players who retired
before 1993.

Loss: The fee that play-
er agents are allowed to
charge for negotiating
contracts is reduced from
3 percent to 2 percent.

Win: Owners limited
players’ take to 47 percent
of all NFL revenue. The
percentage goes down if
revenue exceeds projec-
tions. Players were receiv-

ing approximately 50
percent of revenue in the
former deal.

Win: Minimum player
salaries increase by
$55,000 in 2011 and by
another $15,000 in each of
the next four seasons. The
minimums are based on
number of years played.

Loss: Undrafted players
will receive lower signing
bonuses because each
team has a cap of $75,000
to spend on them.

Win: Major collective
bargaining agreement
disputes no longer will
come under the review of
federal district judges. The
owners made this a pri-
ority.

Win: By agreeing to
reform as a union, the
players allowed the NFL
to retain immunity from
antitrust violations.

Loss: Although rosters
were increased to 90 for
the 2011 training camp,
players were unable to
extract an increase in
regular-season rosters.
The addition of game-day
active lists from 45 to 46 is
a non-factor.

Win: The agreement
assures owners of fixed
salary costs for 10 years
and gives the league huge
leverage in the next round
of network television
negotiations in 2013.

Loss: Players did not get
an opt-out clause after
seven years.

Win: Regular season
stays at 16 games.

Loss: Fans are still
charged regular-season
prices for four exhibition
games.

tgrossi@plaind.com

CLEVELAND — Who won and who lost in
the comprehensive labor agreement jointly
announced by the NFL and the players asso-
ciation yesterday?

Here's our scorecard.

ANALYSIS

Owners appear
to gain most in
new agreement
Tony Grossi
THE PLAIN DEALER

CHUCK BURTON ASSOCIATED PRESS

Top draft pick Cam New-
ton of Carolina will re-
ceive considerably less
money than the No. 1 pick
of a year ago.

CINCINNATI — The questions begin at quar-
terback. But they don’t stop there.

After Carson Palmer said he won’t play for the
Cincinnati Bengals this season, the team draft-

ed Andy Dalton of Texas Christian in April. But
they also have noticeable holes to fill at run-
ning back, receiver, and in the secondary.

Here is a look by position.

CINCINNATI BENGALS

QB is not the only question

LM OTERO ASSOCIATED PRESS

Andy Dalton should have every chance
to take the starting quarterback job.

QUARTERBACKS
Veterans: Jordan Palmer, Dan LeFevour.
Drafted: Dalton.
Outlook: Dalton will have every opportunity
to win the starting job. 

RUNNING BACKS
Veterans: Bernard Scott, Cedric Peerman,
Chris Pressley, Fui Vakapuna, James Deve-
lin.
Drafted: Jay Finley.
Unrestricted free agents: Cedric Benson,
Brian Leonard.
Outlook: Benson and Leonard would like to
re-sign, but Benson’s chances are muddled
after his recent arrest. 

RECEIVERS
Veterans: Andre Caldwell, Jerome Simpson,
Jordan Shipley, Quan Cosby, Shay Hodge.
In limbo: Chad Ochocinco.
Drafted: A.J. Green, Ryan Whalen.
Unrestricted free agent: Terrell Owens.
Outlook: Will Ochocinco be released or do
the Bengals hold on to him until the final
roster cut? 

TIGHT ENDS
Veterans: Jermaine Gresham, Chase Coff-
man, Garrett Mills.
Unrestricted free agent: Reggie Kelly.
Outlook: One of the few positions where
there isn’t a glaring problem. 

OFFENSIVE LINE
Veterans: Andrew Whitworth, Nate Livings,
Kyle Cook, Bobbie Williams, Anthony Col-
lins, Andre Smith, Dennis Roland, Otis
Hudson, Jason Shirley, Reggie Stephens,
Andrew Gardner, Andrew Mitchell.
Drafted: Clint Boling.
Unrestricted free agents: Evan Mathis, Kirk
Chambers.
Outlook: Look for the Bengals to sign a
couple of veterans. 

DEFENSIVE LINE
Veterans: Michael Johnson, Robert Geath-
ers, Antwan Odom, Frostee Rucker, Domata
Peko, Pat Sims, Tank Johnson, Carlos Dun-
lap, Geno Atkins, Clinton McDonald, Victor

Adeyanju, James Ruffin.
Unrestricted free agent: Jonathan Fanene.
Outlook: Does Odom come back for anoth-
er season or do the Bengals make a
change?

LINEBACKERS
Veterans: Rey Maualuga, Keith Rivers, Dan
Skuta, Rodrick Muckelroy, Vincent Rey.
Unrestricted free agents: Dhani Jones,
Brandon Johnson.
Drafted: Dontay Moch.
Outlook: Who moves over to the strong-side
spot with Maualuga going to the middle? 

SECONDARY
Veterans: Leon Hall, Adam Jones, Chris
Crocker, Reggie Nelson, Brandon Ghee,
Morgan Trent, Rico Murray, Tom Nelson,
Jonathan Wade, Fred Bennett, David Pender,
Jeromy Miles.
Drafted: Robert Sands, CB Korey Lindsey.
Unrestricted free agents: Johnathan Jo-
seph, Roy Williams, Marvin White, Keiwan
Ratliff, Gibril Wilson, Chinedum Ndukwe.
Outlook: Joseph is the most important
player for the Bengals to re-sign. 

SPECIAL TEAMS
Veterans: K Mike Nugent, K Clint Stitser, P
Kevin Huber, LS Clark Harris.
Outlook: Nugent is ahead in his rehabil-
itation from last year’s knee surgery and
should be ready for the start of camp, with
Stitser here for insurance. 

jreedy@enquirer.com

CLEVELAND — Back to the topic before the
NFL labor dispute … yes, the Cleveland Browns
have a lot of work to do on their roster.

General manager Tom Heckert has to: 1). Re-
sign the team’s free agents he wants to keep; 2).
Sign at least a dozen undrafted free agents; 3).

Execute some trades; 4). Sign the team’s eight
rookie draft picks; and 5). Sign some starting-
caliber veteran free agents.

To sort things out, here’s a recap of where the
Browns’ roster stands and what needs to be
done.

CLEVELAND BROWNS

Browns need to get to work

Colt McCoy should have full control of
the offense from day one this season.

TONY DEJAK ASSOCIATED PRESS

QUARTERBACKS
Projected starter: Colt McCoy.
Others under contract: Seneca Wallace,
Jake Delhomme, Jarrett Brown.
To do: Delhomme’s $5.4 million salary
might make it hard to trade him unless he
agrees to rework his contract. 

RUNNING BACKS
Projected starters: Peyton Hillis, Montario
Hardesty.
Others under contract: Tyler Clutts, Quinn
Porter.
Unsigned: Owen Marecic, Mike Bell, Law-
rence Vickers.
To do: Seek a third-down back who special-
izes in the passing game.

RECEIVERS
Projected starters: Josh Cribbs, Mohamed
Massaquoi, Brian Robiskie.
Others under contract: Johnathan Hagger-
ty, Carlton Mitchell, Jordan Norwood, De-
metrius Williams, Rod Windsor.
Unsigned: Greg Little, Chansi Stuckey.
To do: See whether Cribbs should play in
the slot or in the backfield.

TIGHT ENDS
Projected starter: Ben Watson.
Others under contract: Tyson DeVree.
Unsigned: Jordan Cameron, Evan Moore,
Alex Smith.
To do: Moore is a restricted free agent and
must be re-signed.

OFFENSIVE LINE
Projected starters: Joe Thomas, Eric Stein-

bach, Alex Mack, Shawn Lauvao, Tony
Pashos.
Others under contract: Branndon Braxton,
Pat Murray, Phil Trautwein, Steve Vallos.
Unsigned: Jason Pinkston, Floyd Womack,
Billy Yates.
To do: If Pashos reports to camp fully reco-
vered from his season-ending ankle injury,
don’t expect a starting-caliber new player to
be added.

DEFENSIVE LINE
Projected starter: Ahtyba Rubin.
Others under contract: Titus Adams, Travis
Ivey, Scott Paxson, Ko Quaye, Brian Sanford,
Brian Schaefering.
Unsigned: Jayme Mitchell, Derreck Rob-
inson, Jabaal Sheard, Robaire Smith, Phil
Taylor.

To do: The Browns want to re-sign Mitchell
to man the left end spot. 

LINEBACKERS
Projected starters: Scott Fujita, D’Qwell
Jackson, Chris Gocong.
Others under contract: Eric Alexander,
Marcus Benard, Titus Brown, Auston En-
glish, Kaluka Maiava, Steve Octavien.
Unsigned: Blake Costanzo, Matt Roth,
Jason Trusnik.
To do: Is Bernard a full-time linebacker, a
full-time end or just a situational rusher?

CORNERBACKS
Projected starters: Sheldon Brown, Joe
Haden.
Others under contract: Coye Francies,
Ramzee Robinson.
Unsigned: Buster Skrine, Eric Wright.
To do: Wright must be re-signed and anoth-
er veteran acquired. 

SAFETIES
Projected starter: T.J. Ward.
Others under contract: Mike Adams, Sabby
Piscitelli, DeAngelo Smith.
Unsigned: Abram Elam, Eric Hagg, Nick
Sorensen, Ray Ventrone.
To do: Sign a starting free safety.

SPECIAL TEAMS
Projected starters: Reggie Hodges, Ryan
Pontbriand.
Unsigned: Phil Dawson.
To do: Mend differences with Dawson on a
contract. 

tgrossi@plaind.com
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Former Ohio State quar-
terback Terrelle Pryor’s eligi-
bility for the NFL supple-
mental draft might be in
doubt as the league contin-
ues to review the player’s
application. But Pryor’s
unique circumstances at
OSU should quell all ques-
tions surrounding his eligi-
bility, according to his at-
torney, Larry James.

James said the quarter-
back should be allowed to
enter the supplemental
draft because an NCAA

investigation — completed
after the Jan. 15 deadline for
underclassmen to declare
for the annual NFL draft —
determined that he would
not have been allowed to
play in any games in the
2011 season.

“There was just no way
that the circumstances with
the review would have al-
lowed him to compete in
the games past the five he
was already suspended,”
James said. “When (Pryor)
signed with an agent, that
was a straight-up sign, not
to avoid the original draft,”
James said. “That is simply

not the case.”
A player evading the an-

nual draft to manipulate
where he might be picked is
the key scenario that
brought about the NFL’s
strict rules on supplemental
draft eligibility.

“The intent of that rule is
for those students who are
trying to dupe the system to
avoid the original draft,”
James said. “That is clearly

not the case with Terrelle.”
NFL spokesman Greg

Aiello wrote in an email to
FOXSports.com yesterday
that the supplemental draft
“is for players whose cir-
cumstances have changed
in an unforeseen way after
the regular draft. It is not a
mechanism for simply by-
passing the regular (draft).”

The question the league
must answer now: Does

Pryor fall in this classifica-
tion?

Joel Bussert, vice presi-
dent of player personnel/
football operations for the
league, will rule on Pryor’s
status. 

Pryor was suspended for
the first five games of what
would have been his senior
season for a scandal in-
volving improper benefits
that included cash and
discounted tattoos for mer-
chandise. He announced his
intention to leave school
and enter the supplemental
draft on June 7. A week
later, he signed with agent
Drew Rosenhaus.

If ruled ineligible for the
supplemental draft, Pryor
would have to wait until

next year’s regular draft to
play in the NFL, although
he could consider other
professional organizations
such as the Canadian Foot-
ball League.

Since the NFL supple-
mental draft was establish-
ed in 1977, 40 players have
been selected. Teams bid on
players by submitting picks
to the league, with the high-
est pick receiving the play-
er’s rights. The team then
forfeits its corresponding
draft pick in the following
regular draft.

Dispatch reporter Tim
May contributed to this
story.

amazzolini@dispatch.com

Pryor still waiting on decision from NFL
Attorney confident that his client 
will be eligible for supplemental draft
By AJ Mazzolini
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

If ruled ineligible for the supplemental draft,
Pryor would have to wait until next year’s regu-
lar draft to play in the NFL, although he could
consider other professional organizations such
as the Canadian Football League.


